BIP Title: The Church in Postmodern Society – Orthodox Convergence Points in the Balkan Space
Dates for physical week: 18 March 2026 (Wednesday) - 22 March 2026 (Sunday)
Organizing university: "1 Decembrie 1918" University of Alba Iulia
Receiving university: St Cyril and St Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria

Target students: bachelor, master and PhD students from Religion and Theology field
ECTS credits: 6 
Workshops/lectures and activities:
Arrival: 17th March 2026
From Wednesday (18th March) to Friday (20th March):
1.    Restoring Human Dignity: Theological Perspectives on Combating Trafficking in the Balkan Region
2.    Parish and School: An Exploration of the Relationship between Religious Education, Cultural Identity, and Social Behaviour in Contemporary Society
3.    The Practice of Liturgical Chant during Divine Liturgy at the University Chapel in Veliko Tarnovo
Saturday morning (21st March): Liturgy Service
Saturday afternoon (21st March) and Sunday (22nd March):
4.    Documentation Course on the Historical and Religious Sites of Balchik. Official Dinner at Balchik Corona Restaurant
Departure: 23rd March 2026











1. Priorities Addressed
The project “The Church in Postmodern Society – Orthodox Convergence Points in the Balkan Space” addresses several key priorities of the Erasmus+ Programme and the European Higher Education Area, with a particular focus on interdisciplinary learning, intercultural dialogue, and social responsibility.
Firstly, the project promotes European values and social inclusion, addressing contemporary societal challenges such as human trafficking, cultural fragmentation, and the erosion of human dignity in postmodern societies. Through a theological and ethical lens, the programme contributes to awareness-raising and civic engagement among students from different Balkan countries.
Secondly, the project supports intercultural and transnational cooperation within the Balkan region, strengthening academic and spiritual dialogue between Orthodox theological institutions. By fostering convergence points among shared religious traditions, the BIP enhances mutual understanding and regional cohesion.
Thirdly, the programme encourages innovation in teaching and learning, combining academic lectures, experiential workshops, liturgical practice, and field-based documentation activities. This blended and interdisciplinary approach aligns with Erasmus+ priorities regarding flexible learning paths and competence-based education.

2. Objectives and Description
Objectives
The main objectives of the programme are:
· To explore the role of the Orthodox Church in addressing social and ethical challenges in postmodern Balkan societies.
· To deepen students’ understanding of the relationship between theology, culture, education, and social behaviour.
· To develop academic and practical competences related to liturgical life, religious heritage, and theological reflection.
· To strengthen cooperation between higher education institutions in the field of Religion and Theology.
· To encourage critical thinking, intercultural dialogue, and academic mobility among students of all levels.
Description
The BIP is designed as an intensive, short-term programme combining theological reflection with practical and experiential learning. The academic content focuses on the Church’s response to contemporary social issues, the interaction between parish and school in shaping cultural identity, and the lived experience of Orthodox liturgical tradition.
The physical mobility week is hosted by St. Cyril and St. Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo, with academic coordination by “1 Decembrie 1918” University of Alba Iulia. Activities include lectures, workshops, liturgical participation, and a documentation course at historical and religious sites in Balchik, offering students a comprehensive academic and cultural experience.

3. Methods and Outcomes
Methods
The programme employs a variety of student-centred and practice-oriented teaching methods, including:
· Interactive lectures and thematic workshops led by academic staff from partner universities.
· Group discussions and guided debates on theological and social topics.
· Practical workshops in liturgical chant and participation in Divine Liturgy.
· Field-based learning and documentation activities at historical and religious sites.
· Collaborative learning in multicultural and interdisciplinary student groups.
Expected Outcomes
Upon completion of the programme, students are expected to:
· Acquire advanced knowledge of Orthodox theological perspectives on contemporary societal challenges.
· Develop analytical and reflective skills related to religious education, cultural identity, and social ethics.
· Gain practical experience in liturgical practice and religious heritage documentation.
· Enhance intercultural, communication, and cooperation skills.
· Earn 6 ECTS credits, recognizing both academic engagement and practical participation.

4. Virtual Component Description
The virtual component complements the physical mobility period and ensures the blended character of the BIP. It is designed to prepare students academically before the physical meeting and to support reflection and assessment after its completion.
Structure of the Virtual Component
· Pre-mobility phase:
Online introductory lectures on the main thematic areas (Orthodoxy in postmodern society, human dignity, religious education in the Balkans), accompanied by reading materials and guided tasks.
· Collaborative online activities:
Virtual group discussions and short assignments involving mixed-nationality student teams, encouraging early interaction and intercultural exchange.
· Post-mobility phase:
Online reflection sessions, documentation reports, and final assessments related to the field-based activities in Balchik and the overall learning outcomes of the programme.
The virtual component uses digital learning platforms provided by the organizing university and contributes to the recognition of the full 6 ECTS credits, ensuring continuity, accessibility, and academic coherence of the programme.


